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Abstract

Modern Buddhist Circle and Educational Activities
of Manam Song Jong-heon

Han, Dong-min
(Director of Suwon Hwasung Museum)

Manam Song Jong-heon was a high priest who represents modern
Korean Buddhist circle. He served as the head of the Jogye Order, which
i1s representative of Korean Buddhism. He is revered as a figure who
revived Baegyangsa (Temple). One of his remarkable achievements and
roles in Korean Buddhism is his Buddhist educational work.

Manam Song Jong-heon founded and managed Gwangseongeuisuk, a
modermn school at Baegyangsa in 1910. At that time, a chief Buddhist
monk was Kim Hwanung, but Manam Song Jong-heon substantially led
the education course as a vice principal. Gwangseongeuisuk was operated
for a short period of time, but it produced people who had contributed to
development of Baegyangsa. Those graduates were the driving forces that
made Baegyangsa modemn.

Also, after Manam Song Jong—heon became the chief Buddhist monk of
Baegyangsa in 1916, he led the temple for 20 years and worked as a
representative Buddhist monk of central Buddhist circle. In particular, he
served as an educational leader in Buddhist circle under Japanese colomal
era. This indicates that his status and role had such strengths in
academic and educational aspects. Afterward, the strengths made him to
assume the principal of the School to Teach Buddhism. As the principal,



ry
=
ik
El
xd,
to,
rlj
o2
op
ofN
ot
o,
=
Ho
ok
oifl

/ SFET . 995

he publicized the school’s status by leading the promotion to the School
to Teach Buddhism and publishing school magazine called “II-gwang” and
so on. He made the school to a college representing Korea through
well-operated school system. He also emphasized the importance of
education and social role of Buddhism by opposing to hand over
Bo-seong High School —operated by Buddhism—to another foundation.

After liberation from Japan, he opened a Hangeul (Korean alphabet)
class. This was one of the quickest actions during liberation space. He
figured out the necessity and possibility of permanent educational
mstitution through the Hangeul class. This experience of the class ended
up establishing schools. In other words, Jeong Gwang Middle School was
established in Mokpo in March 1946 thanks to major temples in Honam
Area after his suggestion. Then it moved to Songjeong-11, Gwangju and
promoted to Jeong Gwang Middle & High School. Manam Song
Jong-heon's educational activities have played a significant role in the
development of Buddhist circles.

Key words

Manam Song Jong-heon, Baegyangsa Gwangseongeuisuk, School to
Teach Buddhism, Bo—seong High School, Hangeul class, Jeong Gwang
Middle School
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